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FOREWORD

The compositions of Post Trinity Vaggeyakaras deserve greater
attention than they have received so far. Compositions of Mysore
Sadasiva Rao who had the blessings of Tyagaraja himself have been brought
out in a fine publication by Sangeetha Kalabhivardhini Sabha of Mysore.
It is creditable that the compositions of Veena Seshanna should have been
taken up for publication with notation in three scripts all in the same book
viz., Nagari, Kannada and Tamil thereby ensuring its wider utility. Veena
Seshanna was a performer of great renown in his times. A brief life sketch
of the great Vidwan enhances the value of the book and enables the readers

to know the greatness of the Veena Vidwan.

This book brings to light eleven Swarajatis, seven Varnas, two Raga
Malika Varnas, Eleven Keerthanas in Telugu and five in Kannada and
Seventeen Thillanas. The versatility of the composer is amply proved by
the handling of both the prasidha Ragas like Kambhoji and Saveri as also
rarer (Apoorva) Ragas like Gummakambhoji, Gowri, Malavasri and
Chittamohini. Two of his tillanas in the Ragas Jenjhooti and Kanada have
delighted tens of thousands of Rasikas in South India and I am sure this
publication will pave the way for the other compositions to find their

rightful place on the platform.

The notation is simple and clear. I congratulate the members of

Sangeetha Kalabhivardhini Sabha on getting these valuable collections.

43, LLoyps LANE,

MAaDRrAs-14 Semmangudi R. Srinivasaier.
10-2-1965.
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PREFACE

Vainika Sikhamani Veena Seshanna was one of the most renowned
Vainikas of his time, who has made name and fame throughout India. Even
western writers such as Fox Strangways and Margaret E. Cousins, were
spell-bound, when they listened to Seshanna handling even the most
complicated Ragas and Compositions with such dexterity and ease on the
Veena.

It 1s gratifying to find that Veena Seshanna was not only a giant
Vainika of his times but also a great Composer. He has composed a
number of Swarajathis, Varnas, Kirthanas and Thillanas altogether totalling
nearly fifty three. But for these compositions, which he has left behind for
posterity, he would have been remembered only as a Vainika. His
compositions are both in Prasidha Ragas and Apoorva Ragas. He has not
only composed in almost all the Suladi Saptha Talas but also in all the Jaathis
viz., Thrisra Misra. Khanda and even Sankirna. Itis these different aspects
that prompted Sangeetha Kalabhivardhini Sabha to undertake to publish
these rare compositions and preserve the same for all times to come.

It was also felt that to publish these compositions in Kannada alone
would not be sufficient, if this publication is to be of real value and so this
volume has been brought out in three scripts 2iz., Kannada, Tamil and
Devanagari all in one volume, so that it may be of use throughout Bharatha.

We know that it has taken a long time to publish this volume. but we
are sure public will appreciate that a work of this kind in three scripts and
with Swara notation is a tough job both in preparing the script and also at
the Press.

We are in deep debt of gratitude to all those eminent musicians such
as artiste Venkatappa, Sharmadevi Subramanya Sastry and others who have
furnished us with Seshannas compositions. Special mention may be made
of Swaramurthy V.N. Rao, grandson of Veena Seshanna for having furnished
us with major number of compositions of his revered grand-father. We
record our debt of gratitude to Vidwan M. Chaluvarayaswamy, B.a. for his
brief sketch of the life history of Veena Seshanna in Kannada and to Sri
Sampathkumarachar, B.a. for his translation into English.




ii

It is a matter of great satisfaction that the Central Natak Academy
has helped us with a very generous grant for this valuable publication.

We are grateful to Rajyasevaniratha Sangeetha Kalanidhi, Travancore
Samsthana Vidwan Semmangudi Sri R. Srinivasa Iyer for his valuable
foreword. Coming as it does, from an erudite musician of his stature, it has
undoubtedly enhanced the prestige of the book.

Our grateful thanks are due to the members of the Music Committee
who have been of very great help in bringing out this publication.

Our thanks are also due to the Veteran Vidwans and lovers of musice
who have blessed this book with their valuable opinions.

We thank Sri G. R. Dasappa, Proprietor, Sri Raghuveer Printing
Press, who is himself a musician, for bringing out this Volume in fine shaps
and Aawless form.

Lastly, the Editorial Board feels that its task is amply compensated, jg

the musicians and l?vers of music popularise these compositions and give
wide publicity which it naturally deserves.

Edi tori al BO ard.
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Vainika Sikhamani Veena Seshanna
(A BIOGRAPHY)

Our mother-land, India, has given birth to countless greatmen
who have distinguished themselves in Music and Fine Arts.
Especially, Purandara Dasa, the Grandfather of Karnatik Music,
and the musical Trinity Sri Thyagaraja, Deekshitar, Shama
Sastri and other composers have added to the lustre of our
mother-land’s glory. Mysore, which has produced illustrious devo-
tees and musicians like Gana Visharada Bidaram Krishnappa,
Nada-Yogi Vainika Sikhamani Seshanna, Vainika Praveena
Subbanna, and Sangeetha Shastra Visharada Vasudevacharya (who
often reminds us of the artistic ability of Sri Thyagaraja) followed
the tradition of the Illustrious devotees and musicians, who flourished
before them. Mysore has justly been praised as the mother of many
artistes. It is no exaggeration to say that these great men, who
were born and bred up in Mysore and who were patronised by the
Kings and Maharajas, have made themselves immortal and have
added to the greatness of both Vocal music and Veena recital.

Tanjore, Andhra, Mysore and Travancore have been the chief
States of India, that have made Veena familiar everywhere. When
we think of Vainikas we are at once reminded of Vainika Sikha-
mani Seshanna and Vainika Praveena Subbanna who belong to
Mysore. Other famous Vainikas are Sri Venkataramana Dasa of
Vijayanagar, Sri Peetapuram Sangameswara Sastry, Smt. Dhanammal
of Madras, Karaikudi Subbarama Iyer, Sambasiva Iyer and others.
Every one of these Vainikas developed the style of his own.
These great musicians have created traditions in the sphere of
Veena music and they shine likea brilliant constellation. Seshanna
shines as the most brilliant star in this constellation. Before
Seshanna, Mysore had developed its own style of Veena recital
through the efforts of one Sri Venkatasubbiah. It is learnt that
one Veena Kuppaiah had lived and laboured long in this field.

Sri B. M. Srikantaiah, a patron of Karnatik music and
kannada literature, spoke of Mysore as the illustrious home of
Veena : ‘“ Veeneya Bedagidu Mysooru”. Mysore, since then, has
been praised in song and story as such. The person who made
Srikantiah see Mysore in this light was Veena Seshanna, the
Nada-yogi, whose whole being was devoted to the perception and
expression of the soft, subtle and sweet notes of the Veena.
Western Tourists who were greately impressed with the grandeur
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of the Himalayas, the mystical beauty of the Taj, the exquisite

Indian sculpture and carvings of beautiful images in stone, also lost
themselves in the enjoyment of Sri Seshanna’s Veena recital.

Seshanna, the pious devotee of Saraswathi, was born in A. D.
1852, on Kartika Bahula Panchami of Virodhikrithu at Mysore,
the home of music and fine Arts. He hailed from a Madhva
Brahmin family of Srivatsa-gotra. The forefathers of both his
father and mother were great musicians. Adappayya was the First
well-known ancestor of his family. Besides, Veena Kuppiah, Veena
Appayya and Veena Somanna were among his forefathers. “The
details regarding his family are given in the geniology.

Sri Seshanna’s father was Veena Bhakshi Chikkaramappa, Court
musician of the Mysore Palace, during the reign of Krishnaraja
Wadiyar III. Bhakshi, meaning the head of the palace musician,
was his designation.

Seshanna’s early training in music was given by his father. He
did not seem to have taken kindly to his Studies at school as a boy.
It seems as if Godess Saraswathi exacted from him his full measure
of undivided devotion. »

An event, which is reported to have taken place, throws much
light on this aspect of his devotion to music.

Every year on the Sivaratri day Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar 1y
used to have an all-night programme of devotional music a5 g4
pious vigil or “Jagarne”. On one such occasion, Seshanna, who
-was only ten years of age, sang one Pallavi successfully b’efore
an audience of veterans in the presence of the Maharaja to the
envy and admiration of the Vidwans present. It is no wonder the
boy musician was honoured with costly presents.

At the age of sixteen Seshanna lost his father. He continued his
advanced study of the Veena music under the able guidance of his

father’s relative Sri Dodda seshanna, father of Sri Vainika Praveena

Subbanna. He also had the unique privilege of having Sri Mysore
Sadasiva Rao as his preceptor in vocal music. Seshanna’s elder sister
Venkamma, had an extraodinary ear for music. Her influence
on Seshanna was great. If, during practice, Seshanna produced
any discardant note, she would unhesistatingly bring his error to his
notice. In Seshanna’s view it was certain that the Vidwans would
applaud his performance if Venkamma appreciated it.

By the time he was twenty-six he toured all over South India
and gave performances before Rajas, Maharajas, the Heads of Mutts,
Jamindars and others in addition to numerous performances at
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Sabhas.He captivated the hearts of his listeners by his unrivalled skill
on the veena and won jewelled bracelets, necklaces, costly robes
and Khillats. Besides, he won admiration from musical giants of
his day, like Maha-Vaidyanatha Iyer, Venugana Siromani Sharabha
Sastry and the eminent violinist Thirukkodi Kavil Krishna Iyer.

To Crown all these Sri Chamaraja Wadiyar, in appreciation of his
eminence as a Vainika, made him the Court musician.

As a Mysore Court musician, he gave his veena recital at the
Delhi Durbar, while Geogre V was crowned emperor. It is said
that King George V, being highly pleased with Sri Seshanna’s music

had his portrait exhibited at the artgallery of the Buckingham
Palace.

Sri Seshanna moved on friendly terms with Chamaraja Wadiyar.
His genial relation with him is borne out by his references to the
Maharaja in his “ Thillanas”. The late Maharaja Sri Krishnaraja
Wadiyar 1V, on the very next day of his installation, conferred
on Seshanna at a special Durbar the title  Vainika Sikhamani ”’,
and awarded to him a jewelled bracelet and ¢ Khillat’. To add

to his glory Sri Seshanna was taken home in a Palanquin in
procession with Palace Honours.

He won in all over forty bracelets in his life. It is no exaggera-

tion to say that no one has secured so many precious trophies at so
many places as Seshanna.

The first of his performances outside Mysore was given at
Coimbatore. The organisers of this Veena recital gave our Artiste

twice the emoluments they had promised, because his performance
was far above their expectation.

On one occasion some of the reputed vidwans like Tirukkodi-
Kavil Krishna Iyer, Sharabha Sastry, Mahavaidyanatha Iyer,
Ghanam Raghaviah, Srivilliputtur Muttiah Bhagavatar and
Seshanna chanced to stay at the home of Tanjavur Krishnaswamy
Nayakar, a great lover of music. Sri Nayakar, wishing to avail
himself of this rare opportunity of listening to all these vidwans,
wanted to arrange for a musical performance of all of them on the
same day. Sri Nayakar spoke to the Vidwans of his wish. All of
them graciously consented to gratify his wish. Sri Nayakar showed
the Vidwans a precious ring and requested them to decide among
themselves as to whom the ring should be presented.

Each of the Vidwans that day was at his best. What was more,
hey had generosity and ,1mpart1a1ity enough to declare in one voice
hat Veena Seshanna’s performance was the best and that
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the ring should go to him only. So Seshanna was the recipient of
this precious ring. This reveals clearly Seshanna’s skill and the
high regard in which he was held by the Vidwans who were them-
selves great. Truely the great can see greatness in others.

On another occasion two famous veena recitals were arranged
at the palace of Travancore. One was that of the Travancore Court
Musician Sri Kalyana Krishna Bhagavatar and the other of Sri
Seshanna. The then Maharaja listened to both the performences with
other Vidwans, and awarded both of them presents of the same
kind and value. After receving his presents Sri Kalyana Krishna
Bhagavatar, it is reported, said to the Maharaja, ‘ Your Highness, |
you have listened to the Veena recitals of Sri Seshanna and mine.
Goddess Saraswathi has given to Seshanna all the nectar of sweet
music. I have not listened to, and shall not hope to listen to, such |
skilful display on the Veena.” |

Sri Seshanna, once visited Ramnad. The Maharaja of that
state, after listening to his veena, charmed with his music requested
him day after day to give his performance. This went on for a week
and everyday Seshanna received precious gifts from the Maharaja.

. Now a short account of his personal appearance may not seem
irrelavant. At the age of sixty-five Sri Seshanna’s personal

appearance was described as follows :—

His face was that of a Nadayogi and so was very attractive. |
He was of medium height. His neck was long and his body straight |
and lean. His fair complexion heightened the effect of his personal |
appearance and inspired respect in others. His forehead was broad |
and his head silvered over with grey hair. His white moustache |
aptly was of a piece with his face, and a combination of these was i
fully expressive of his piety. His eyes too were large and bright.
His fingers were lean and long, as though they were made for his

playing on the veena.

When ever he left home he wore the dress of a house-hold |
gentleman. He wore his dhothi in the style of a grihastha (married |
man). His coat used to be a long one, and his laced turban was |
typical of Mysore Court musicians of his day. His footwear was
‘Chadav’ and he carried a walking stick in his hand.

He was very kind to all and upright in his conduct. Even when
he was angry he would behave with dignity. Such gentle qualities
as would become great men, as humilitiy, simplicity, gentleness and
fear of God, went into the making of his character.
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His house was like the Holy abode of music, and it extended
welcome to all, rich and poor alike, at all hours. Musicians from
other parts of India and foreign countries displayed their skill first
in his house, and got themselves blessed and encouraged by him.
Even veterans had to perform first in Seshannas presence before
they appeared at the Mysore Durbar.

It may be safely asserted that only great poets could describe
Sri Seshanna’s Skill on the Veena. Whenever he vibrated the strings
of his instrument, he would make the heartstrings of his listners also
vibrate. All people, young and old, would sit like statues
whenever they listned to his Veena. This was the view of all
musicians of his day. Sruti and Laya, the mother and father
of the Art of music, were strictly observed by him. Those, who had
good knowledge of Indian Music, and others like Doctor and Mrs.
Cousins of the Theosophical Society and A. H. Fox Strangways
have eulogized him by calling him the unrivalled Prince of Vainikas.

The great Vainika used to manipulate the sweet sounds produced
by the Veena in such a way that the Raga, Bhava. Swarasamyoga or
the combination of notes were his creations of extraordinary melody.
The quick turns he gave to musical notes, called neraval, resulted
in producing a style of his own, which made his listeners mute with
astonishment.

Seshanna had been taught hundreds of kirtanas and Thanas. This
fact is revealed in his own manuscript and in writings on palm
leaves. But ordinarily during his performance, he would only
select from his collection ten to fifteen kirtanas. The duration of
his performance was at no time shorter than four hours. He used
to devote much of his time for Raga, Thana and pallavi. His thana
would gladden the hearts of all. Even those who possessed no
knowledge of music used to feel thrilled while listening to his
Veena.

Every year Seshanna celebrated Krishna Jayanti on a very grand
scale. Famous Vidwans of Mysore and other places were invited
to offer their services. The Vidwans felt grateful for being invited
and the people of Mysore would have truly a festival of music.
Seshanna’s house during the festival would be alive with sacred
music and it would shine like the shrine of Saraswathi.

Sri Seshanna used to play Pallavi on the Veena in only four or five
ragas, such as Todi, Kalyani, Bhairavi, Shankarabharana, Kambhoji
and Kamach, which could easily be recognised by all. Of the Talas,
Tisratriputa, Chaturasra-Triputa and Rupaka were dear to him.
Though his compositions are made in all the Suladi-Saptatalas,
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he would prefer only the common talas for display of his skill.
Chaturasra—Nade was also dear to him. Towards the end of his
performance he freely used ““Desi ragas”, such as Hindustani Kapi,
ehag, Janjooti, and others to the great delight of his audiance.
He followed the custom of elaborating one of the above ragas and
would play a javali or Devara Nama in the end.

It is more appropriate to call Sri Seshanna a Sangeetha Lakshya-
kara rather than a Sangeetha Lakshanakara.

. Though many great vidwans made excellant performances in
his house, Seshanna’s veena recital at the end used to be such as
would make his audience forget the other performances. It can be
said that Seshanna was the first in the field of Music to employ
successfully “Datu Swara’’, whenever he rendered Alapana or

Swarakalpana on the veena.

This great musician also knew how to play on the violin, Piano
and Jalatarang.

g hIn 1924 at the Belgaum Indf@an fli\latigﬂgr
€Shanna gave his veena recital for five ho 2 :

- a, Sarojini Devi, T,
Gandhiji, Pandit Madan Mohana Malaveey Javaharlal Nenru, aaillg

Laj i - ilal Nehru, .
ajpatrai, Rajendra Prasad, Motila the flood of his music g q

others. These great persons sat lost in
shed tears of joy.

Though he had such fame, Seshanna was NEVEr ONCe vain of hig

artistic ability. It has come down to us that he would say, <« play

i lity. How is it possible to play to the satj %
according to my ability T 0s: thus be would o sfac

tion of Goddess Saraswati?.” Row: 1o
humility.
Many a time he would sadly recollect he was not good at Veena

when he failed to bring out the sweetness ;pf Wkic he had in his
mind, and at other times, wf)_gw s (/eena poured fourth whgt he
felt, he would forgef iimgse(f and stop playing for a time, as if he
was enjoyifg the bliss of another world. At such times tears of joy
would flow freely from his eyes and the Veena would slip from his
hand, while those who were sitting by would hold it from falling. We
may guess that according to Seshanna the aim of music was to create
a sweet concord of notes which would free man from the sorrows of
attachment and lead him to realise the Union of his soul with God.
If such joy or Brahmananda was not realised, Seshanna thought, that
one’s being was a burden to the earth. It may be for this reason,
perhaps, that he used to play Sri Thgarajaswami’s kriti ‘““Ananda
Sagara’, in the Raga Garudadhwani very often. Because he was the

| Congress session Syj

s in the presence of

B
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lovingidevotee of Goddess Saraswathi, he would always sit before a
picture of Saraswathi when-ever he played on his veena.

His style of sitting while playing on the veena was like that of a
Yogi, seated to do meditation. Parswadeva has mentioned in his San-
geetha Samayasara what qualities a vainika should have. He says,
“To be the best vainika one has to subdue one’s lower senses and
should have a dignified and healthy body and strong hands. He must
have mastered the ragas and ragangas. Besides, he should be a vocalist.
He should sit in a steady posture with perfect self-concentration .
Whenever Seshanna sat to play on the Veena the picture ofa vainika,
as described above was true in every respect. Though his sight grew
dim as he advanced in years, his ear was as sensitive as ever. The
soft strokes with which he vibrated the strings of his veena were
very gentle. He would say to his disciples that they should vibrate
the strings as though with the soft touch of a silken cord.

Sri Seshanna was not merely a vainika:; he was a composer
too. Of his many compositions fifty-three are published in this
volume. This collection includes Swarjatis, Varnas, Krithis and
Thillanas in various Ragas, both Karnatik and Hindusthani. Each
artistic creation of his has a background of its own. The majority
of them are dedicated to either Chamaraja or Krishnaraja Wadiyar,
the then rulers of Mysore, who gave him many valuable gifts for
them. We may as well note he was a tutor in veena to both the

rulers.

His famous compositions, however, are his Thillanas. There is
no Vidwan who does not know his thillana in Janjooti. As the style
of Veena recital in Mysore has won credit all over India, Seshanna’s
Thillanas have won appreciation in the world of music. - His
combination of Datu Swaras and rare and highly imaginative Raga-
Sancharas are of avery high order. Even the ordinary Thalas he
used, though seemingly simple, would not appear so when he used
them in his masterly style. The way of running his fingers on the
finger-board revealed his greatness and individuality.

Among his numerous disciples we may mention the famous
Vainikapraveena  Venkatagiriappa,  Vidwan Sharma Devi
Subramhanya Sastry, Vidwan Lakshminaranappa, the famous Artist
Venkatappa, Vidwan Narayana lyer, Vidushi Smt. Tirumalai
Rajamma and Vidwan M. S. Bheema Rao. Besides, Sri Seshanna’s
Grandsons, Vidwan A. S. Chandrasekhariah and Asthana Vidwan
¢ Swaramurthi’’ V. N. Rao, are among them.

A reference to a few interesting incidents which reveal Sri
Seshanna’s highly Artistic ability, his winning manners, his simplcity,
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his devotion to art and love of artistes and other virtues may not
Seem irrelevant.

~ Mahatma Gandhi was the President of the Belgaum Congress
in 1924. The reception committee invited Sri Seshanna to attend
its session as a delegate. He was then an old man of seventy three
and his health none too good. Though a long journey was not much
encouraging, he still accepted the invitation solely with the object of
,h‘a‘”“g a Darsan of Mahatmaji. It appears he said on this occasion,
““The reception committee’s request has made me anxious to play
on the Veena for half an hour before the Mahatma and make him
shed tears of joy. When else can I get the Darsan of the holy feet
of the Mahatma 2’ This incident reveals Sri Seshanna’s inner nature

in all its clearness.

Sri Seshanna would make his listeners forget their troubles
whenever his Veena strings vibrated with his magic touch. ‘One day
Ganavisharada Bidaram Krishnappa, being worried by his family
troubles, came to Sri Seshanna’s house at the hour of noon. Seeing
Sri Krishnappa’s careworn face, Sri Seshanna, asked him, ‘_‘Wllat 1S
the matter K rishnappa ? worries at home or abroad ?” Sri Krishnappa
repeated a line of a famous krithi Bhavasagaramandu munigl 28
meaning immersed in the ocean of worldly worries. Seshanna at
once took up his Veena and played the Charana beginning with
Bhavasagara which is part of a song in Bhairavi and elaborated it
and poured forth a flood of swaras for hours together. Krishnappa
foregot his sorrows and went home a satisfied man. s

Views of some Foreign Musicians and Musicologists

When Fox Strangways was at Mysore to collect facts and figures
about Indian Music, he came to know intimately Sri Seshanna and
Sri Subbanna. In his book,  Music of Hindusthan’® he observes,
“ They got by heart at my dictation, ‘Ye Banks and Braes,’ selected
because it is in the Mohana Raga and they were to improvise it
next day, when a concourse assembled to hear the result. They
quite entered into the spirit of the thing. Subbanna played the tune
more as if he cared for it; Seshanna produced the more in genious
variations. Afterwards they played the following in unison with
the atmost accuracy.”

Margaret E. Cousins, a western musicologist and Art-Critic,
after listening to Sri Seshanna’s Veena at his house and observing all
of him and his artistic ability, called him “The King of Veena

players.”’
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Here are some extracts from her book ‘“The Music of Orient
and occident ”’ 4

« Mr. Seshanna is a dignified old gentleman of seventy-one
years of age, but splendidly preserved save for his eyesight. He
wears glasses but is practically blind. It is the flame of his spirit that
upholds his refined body. He impreses one at once as a man of
noble character, no sentimentalist. That firm beak-like nose shows
the man of action and will, strangely in contrast with the sensitive line
of the mouth and slender, tense hands. Plenty of snow-white hair
and a large white moustache accentuate the spotless white of his
dress and give one the impression. as he plays, of a picture of a
vital flame in a spacious white mount.

“For an hour and a half I listened to one of the most soul-
satisfying recitals of music which I have yet heard. ....In the science
and Art of South Indian music as expressed by the most perfect of
Indian Instruments, the Veena, that perfection is to be heard in the
Chief Palace Musician of Mysore (Seshanna). RagSaveri was that
which the musician chose to begin with. Through it he expressed
humility, sorrow and praise. His art consists in improvisation. To
hear the king of Veena palyers create such purity of sounds, such
intimacy of music, such expression of yearning beauty, to watch him
caress the sound so that one forgot it was a meterial wire, but
thought of it asa creature to thrill with one’s response the sweetness,
the fineness, the strangeness, the skill, was an experience worth long
waiting for, an experience forever to be remembered by me with
gratitude. And what a difference of atmosphare he moved in,
when he portrayed the sweetness of love in another morning Rag,
especially in its upper Registers! Throughout this recital he just
played about with his Juggler’s balls of swarams, and transported
his hearers far from the material world as he went through the
Asaveri, Todi, Dhanyasi and Sree rag alapanas. 1 think myself
lucky in having found already in India an ideal Poet, an ideal reigning
Prince, an ideal scientist, an ideal painter and now an ideal musician,
our king of Veena players, Vainika Sikhamani Seshanna.”

A rare incident which bears out the truth of the saying ‘ The
baby, the beast and even the serpant respond to the sweet flow of
music,” took place in the life of Seshanna.

Once when he was playing on his Veena at the Parthasarathi
Sabha in Madras, a big cobra miraculously appeared before him
and, with his hood uplifted, listened to his music. The audiance
were in a fright. Sri Seshanna paused a while and the serpant
mysteriously crept away. One member of the audiance, it appears,
said, “ To listen to Seshanna’s Veena Sesha himself came down.”’
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In commemoration of this event this gentleman got a silver Naga
with an emerald pendent made and had it fixed on the Veena.
Though it is possible to describe large number of such incidents of a
miraculous nature in Seshanna’s life, we confine ourselves to this

much.

Afer his usual ablutions, he used to recite every day the
Navagraha stotra (Hymns in praise of the nine planets). It bas
come to light that Seshanna had some knowledge of astrology too.
It seems he knew of his end a week before. He, it is said,
would sadly reflect, “I am grieved more at my parting from the
Veena, the soul of my being, than from this world.”

On July 25, 1926 his sou) got its rest in the lord. A gentleman
observed with tears in his eyes, “ there has been a theft in the home
of Saraswathi’’. Vidwan Parimi Padmanabhiah on this sad occasion
addressing the Veena now left behind, has ina Charama Slokavali

observed sentiments which may be put in these words :—

“Thou Sangeetha Saraswathi, goddess Lalithe, Vipanchi,
how dost thou manage to live in this world, when the master
Vainika who caressed thee has left thee behind !”” This may be taken
as a fitting epitaph to our great musician. Sri Seshanna left his mortal
coil, but he undisputedly lives forever in his artistic creations. To
say in a few words he, having lived for over three quarters of a
century, partly in the nineenth and partly in the twentieth was
indeed the king of musicians of his age. This, in the case of Sri

eshanna was cent percent true. |
As Aristotle, the famous ancient Greek Philosopher, says, “In

the Kingdom of Art to lose one’s soul is to find it ”. That is, to loose
oneself in the realm of art is to find the Soul of it.

It is our prayer that goddess Saraswathi may bless the world
with her gift of the finest Art, Music.




The Genealogy of Vainika Sikhamani Veena Seshanna
[Male line]
Adappiah (Ancestor)

Veena Kuppiah (Descendant)
Grand children

I

|
Veena Venkatasubbiah Ananthasubbiah Name not
| / known

Ananthlaiah
died as a boy

Vainika Praveena
Subbanna
(male line stops here)

[Female line)
Veena Kuppiah

Daughter (name not known)

Konetiah (son-in-law)

Son name not known
Veena Bakshi
Chikkaramappa
I
| | i
(daughter) (daughter) (son) (son)
name Venkamma Subbanna Vainika Sikhamani
not known Seshanna

|
Daughter Bhagamma
Attvane Shamanna

Misses Subbamma

(Son-in-law) Ramanna
| (Adopted son)
(son) Misses Venkatalakshmma
Veena Chandrasekhariah
(living) (son)

Asthana Vidwan
“Swaramurthy” V. N, Rao
(living)
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