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Foreword

It is our privilege and fortune that most of the Kritis of the Great Vaggeyakara, Mysore Sadashiva Rao
were taught to me and my wife (late) Vidushi Indira Vaidyanathan by our revered Guru (late) Sangeetha
Choodamani B. K. Padmanabha Rao.

It was my revered Guru along with Vidwan Chennakeshaviah and Vidwan Yoganarasimham who were
responsible in publishing the compositions of Mysore Sadashiva Rao for the first time in Kannada under the auspices
of Sangeetha Kalabhivardhini Sabha, Mysore as early as 1954. My wife had assisted my Guru in writing the notations
for these compositions.

Since the last nearly 30 years we have been paying our humble tribute to this Great Vaggeyakara by
highlighting the magnificence of his Kritis to the rasikas in Chennai, Mysore etc. through thematic concerts and
lecture-demonstrations in prestigious Sabhas. We also produced a musical biography on Mysore Sadashiva
Rao for Doordarshan in the year 1996.

However this first book of 1954 is out of print and not available now. The need for reviving this book was
being felt since a long time. Also, many of my fellow-Vidwans, Vidushis and music lovers had been asking me to
bring out a fresh publication of these compositions. This prompted me to work in this direction and, by God’s grace
this book has taken shape now. I have also included the additional Sangathis for the Krithis learnt from my Guru,
which are not found in the original book. It is my hope and firm belief that musicians, music lovers and students
will welcome this.

I take this opportunity to express my indebtedness and gratitude to—

- Karnataka KalaTilaka, Shastra Kaustubha Dr. V. S. Sampathkumaracharya for writing the essence for
the Sanskrit Krithis.

\Y
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- Smt. Radhika Gopinath for writing the essence for the Telugu Krithis.

« Dr. Rama V Bennur (Great grand daughter of Vainika Shikhamani Veene Sheshanna) for her valuable
suggestions and encouragement and also for writing the biography in Kannada.

- Sri G. R. Viswanatha for the neat typesetting work.

 Prof. Yadupathi Putti for his valuable suggestions and help.
- My students for helping in proof reading.

- Sri Shakti Electric Press for the excellent printing.

Date : 24. 04.2013
Place : Mysore Vidwan T. P. Vaidyanathan
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Biography of Sri Mysore Sadashiva Rao

Mysore Sadashiva Rao who lived in the 19" Century ranks as one among the outstanding Vaggeyakaras
of Karnataka. This worshipper of Art has not cared to record any event in his life, nor have any connoisseurs of
Art left us any memoirs which throw light on the life of this composer.

Sadashiva Rao was born in the year 1805 in Girimpet in Chittoor District. He was a Smartha Brahmin of
Maharashtra and the eldest son of Ganesha Rao and Krishna Bai. He seems to have migrated to Mysore in 1835
and came to be known as ‘Mysore Sadashiva Rao’. He was in the Mysore Court for 50 Years(1835 - 1885)

About his personality Sri K.Vasudevacharya who had seen this great musician in his boyhood, pictures
him as a person of medium height, strongly built, with a broad chest and bright face, a prominent forehead and
curly mustache wearing a simple dress with a dignified bearing, a sweet sonorous voice and gentle manners
and at the same time commanding respect. He was given to liberal spending on good works religious worship
and gifts to the needy. His mind was extraordinarily sensitive and soft. Everyman’s pain was felt by him as his
own.

Sadashiva Rao comes from a rich and noble family. Little is known about his boyhood, of his education
etc., However, it is said the he was a prashishya of Thyagaraja, a disciple of Walajapet Venkataramana
Bhagavatar. During the saint Composer’s visit to his shishya Venkataramana Bhagavatar at Walajapet, Sadashiva
Rao composed “Thyagaraja Swamy Vedalina” in the Raga Thodi in commemoration of his visit. This incidence
was recorded by Ramaswamy Bhagavatar, grandson of Venkataramana bhagavatar in his
“Thyagabrahmopanishat”.

The most reputed pupils of Sadashiva Rao are the great Vainika Shikamani Sheshanna and noted Vainika
praveena Subbanna. Sri Shamanna of Bettadapura, Sri Chidambaraiah of Hanagal, Sri Venkatasheshaiah of
Chikkanayakanahalli, Suryanarayanappa of Ganjam were the other prominent pupils.



Rao seems to have composed about two to three hundred kritis including Tana Varnams, Pada Varnames,
Tillanas etc., but unfortunately, what is available is just about 50 - 60 Compositions- of which about 12 have
only Sahityas.

Rao’s mother tongue was Marathi. His knowledge of Telugu and Sanskrit, particularly of the former
appears to advantage in his compositions. He was a gifted poet ; Gana, yati, prasa roll off mellifluously in his
songs. He never seems to strain for expression. In Rao’s Compositions we hear the outpouring of a devout heart,
delineating the excellences of the diety. Not only his Sahitya is closely wedded to his Sangeetha but also Swara
Sahityas are a constant feature of his songs ; In several of his keerthanas Datu Swara prayogas and clever
Sthayi Bhedas are also seen. His sangeetha is coloured by the rasa and the bhava of Sahitya. In one sense, it
may be said that words are rather too many and perhaps a little pedantic sometimes. To do justice to his
compositions, the musician requires not merely a good knowledge of swara and sahitya but also considerable
vigour and force of practice. Most of his kritis contain three to four charanas and also have beautifully structured
chitte swara sahitya.

Most of his kritis are on Rama. E.g. ‘Devadideva’ in Mayamalavagowla, ‘Na Tarama’ in Khamas,
‘Pannagashayana’ in Harikamboji, ‘Ninnuvinagati’ in Balahamsa, ‘Neekepudu Daya vachuno’ in Abhogi. Etc.,
Two kritis - “Vachamagocharundani” in Athana, & *Sri Parthasarathe” in Bhairavi, were composed during his visit
to Parthasarathi Temple in Triplicane, Chennai, ‘Kanugoni” in Kalyani ‘Oh Rajarajeshwari * also in Kalyani, were
composed on goddess Kamakshi, and ‘Samrajya Dayikesha” in Kamboji on Ekambareshwara while he was in
Kanchipuram. Overwhelmed by the grandeur of the procession of Sri Ranganathaswamy in Srirangam, he was
inspired into composing the well known ‘Paramadbhutmaina’ in khamas which gives a visual account of the
procession. In an emotional outburst in his song ‘Peddadevundani’ in Mohana, he confesses his ignorance of
Karmayoga, Jnanamarga, Vedanta Vichara and beseeching the lord to help him understand them. Most of his
kritis are in Telugu but they are also full of lively and delightful Sanskrit phrases. His compositions are a class
by themselves and demand great strength and skill to handle them.

IX



X

As if to emphasize that he belonged to the shishya parampara of Thyagaraja, the sahitya of some of his
kritis parallel the texts of the latter’s compositions.

Apart from being a Vaggeyakara, Rao’s kucheris which would generally start after 10 Pm used to attract
a huge crowd who would stay till the morning. The then ruler Mummadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar would sit
among the crowd in-cognito, enjoy the music and quietly slip away early in the morning. It appears Rao had
the distinction of starting the Ramotsava in Mysore.

Sadashiva Rao’s life was crowded with innumerable and remarkable incidences that go to prove that he
was more than an ordinary mortal. During a performance on Ramotsava day, the audience requested him to
sing his own composition in Kamala Manohari “Narasimhudu Udayinchenu”. Being a great devotee of God
Lakshmi Narasimha, he was unwilling to sing that kriti at a time when he was not under strict rules of purity,
not having done ablution and observed upavasa. Due to the audiences” compulsion and much against his will,
Rao started singing this kriti and as he came to the words in the Anupallavi “Sarasijasanandamu pagula” it
is said that the glass of the portrait of Lord Narasimha cracked and fell to pieces and the lights of the chandeliers
went out. At once Rao stopped singing and performed the Mangalarathi, which produced a deep impression of
the power of the upasaka on the minds of the audience.

Again, it is said that many a wonderful incidence occurred at the time of his death. Like a Yogi, Rao
seems to have divined his own end. On the last day of his life, he finished his morning ablutions and worship,
sat on his chair and started humming his own composition “Kamala Kanta” in Vasanta Raga. He asked for
some ghee which his wife brought. Rubbing the ghee on the top of his head he controlled his breath. And lo ! the
finite soul merged with the infinite. At the same time, the musical instruments in the house sounded themselves
and snapped. Thus ended the eventful life of one of the most gifted musicians and Vaggeyakaras.

* % *
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